
 1 

It Is That Time Again! 

The month of October brings forth the 

changing of the colors of the leaves, cool 

fall nights, Friday night high school football 

games, but most importantly…..Greater 

New Life Christian Church’s “Happy 

Hallelujah Celebration.”  This event is 

sponsored by Champions for Christ. 

This fun filled celebration is in 

honor of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We come together and have a 

barrel of fun with pie eating contests, bags and bags of candy and other 

goodies to satisfy our sweet tooth! Last year the festivities included the 

egg on the spoon race, pie eating contests (This year I want a rematch 

with Bro. Keenan Williams, I think he cheated last year…Ha-ha), 

basketball tournaments and the always popular bounce house.  We 

believe that celebrating life, the goodness of God and the communion of 

the Saints fits October 31st much better than what the “world” 

celebrates on what some would call Halloween. If you have ever 

researched the meaning of the traditional Halloween Day you would find 

that our savior would be appalled. (Continued on PG. 2) 
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Bishop, Dr. Billy Johns and Associate Pastor &  

First Lady Leticia Johns  

Inside this Issue: 

* Happy Hallelujah! Festival 

 

PG. 1 

 

* Words of  Wisdom by Bishop, Dr. 

Billy Johns 

PG. 2 

* From the Desk of Associate Pastor  

& First Lady 

PG. 3 

* What’s the Youth Department up      

to?    

* Quote of the Month 

PG. 3 

 

PG. 4 

Special points of interest : 

Happy 33rd Anniversary to our beautiful shepherds, Bishop Johns and Associate Pas-

tor & First Lady Johns. I pray that you have 33 more wonderful years together. Your 

marriage is an inspiration to all. God Bless! 
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2010 Second Street  

Taylor, Texas  

76574 

Tel: 512-696-4198            

 E-mail: 

greaternewlife@gmail.com 

Greater 

New Life 

Christian 

Church 

Saints, God is good to the GNL Family. So many 

things have happened since our last newsletter-

it’s hard to keep up with everything. September 

was a good month. We had a great Pastor & Wife 

celebration-15 years and counting. Bishop Rosa 

Wilson on Friday, Pastor Ronson C. Hall on 

Saturday and Bishop Glenn Wilson for Sunday 

morning capped things off. What a great time we 

had in the Lord those three days. Also, on 

October 1st, First Lady and I celebrated our 33rd 

Wedding Anniversary. We give God all the glory 

for these 33 years and still we're still on fire for 

the Lord. I told y’all so much was happening and 

I crept up on 53 years on September 12-and still 

counting. Greater New Life stay blessed. Be on 

fire for God. Get to your next appointment.  

Until next time, 

The Dr. 

W o r d s  o f  W i s d o m  f r o m  O u r  B i s h o p  

“For Therein is the 

righteousness of God 

revealed from faith to 

faith; As it is written, 

The Just Shall Live 

By 

Faith” 

These Druids believed that on the night before November 1 

(October 31) Samhain called together wicked souls or spirits which 

had been condemned to live in the bodies of animals during the year 

which had just transpired. Since they were afraid of these spirits, 

they chose October 31 as a day to sacrifice to their gods, hoping 

they would protect them. I don’t know about you all, but I am 

pretty sure this is not a practice that Jesus would be proud of his 

children taking part in.  

So mark your calendars for a positive event. An event that celebrates 

the fellowship of the saints. The Happy Hallelujah Celebration is 

Saturday, October 31 at 6 PM. Tell your friends and bring your 

family. It will be a celebration that you don’t want to miss!!!! If you 

have questions or ideas for this blessed event, please contact 

Associate Pastor Karen Merriweather or Sis. Jennifer Johns-Charles. 

I hope to see you there! 

Editor, Sis. Michelle Carter 

P.S. ~ We are asking all families to bring 2 large bags of 

candy.  

2009 GNL Theme: 

www.greaternewlifeministries.org 
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From The Desk Of Associate Pastor & First Lady Leticia Johns 

Adorar es decir “gracias.” Gracias por todo lo que Dios hace por nosotros. Le debemos de dar gloria y honor por siempre. En Juan 4:23-24 nos 

dice; “La hora viene, y ahora es, cuando los verdaderos adoraran al Padre en espiritu y en verdad; porque tambien el Padre tales adoradores busca 

que le adoren. Dios es Espiritu; y los que le adoran, en espiritu y en verdad es necesario que adoren. Asi como no podemos vender el amor o ne-

gociar la paz, no podemos vender o negociar adoro a nuestro Dios. Adorar es un acto voluntario de gratitud que se ofrece al Salvador por habernos 

salvado, as Sanador por habernos sanado, y al Rescatador por habernos rescatado. Entonces adoremos en espiritu y en verdad a nuestro Dios, su 

nombre es “JESUS.”  

Que Dios les bendiga, 

Hermana Leticia Johns 

To worship is to say “thanks”. Thanking God for everything that He does for us. We should always give Him glory and honor. In St. John 4:23-24 

it says, “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshopers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as 

these to worship Him. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth.” Just like we cannot sell love or negotiate 

peace, we can’t sell or negotiate worship. Worship is a voluntary act of gratitude that we offer our Savior for saving our soul, our Healer for heal-

ing our bodies, and our Rescuer for rescuing us. So let us worship our God in spirit and in truth. His name is “JESUS.” 

May God bless you always, 

First Lady Leticia Johns  

What is the Young Adult Ministries? 

Our Young Adult Ministry is geared towards people ages of 21-35. 

We understand there are struggles we face as young adults and have 

no one to talk to. We meet once a month to discuss issues that we face 

and find our answerers according to the Word of God. We engage in 

outings together as well as activities that involve our children. For 

more information, please contact Sister Mary McGarity. 

STAND Foundation 

STAND (Standing Together Against Negative Demands) started in 

1992, under the leadership of Bishop, Dr. Billy Johns, with the pur-

pose and intent to engage neighborhood teens in discussion about the 

peer pressure they face. The STAND Foundation has since trans-

formed into an organization with strong values, representing Central 

Texas families and ties to area community organizations and state & 

federal agencies. The Foundation is a reliable resource for families 

who are in need of direction and guidance. STAND strives to make a 

difference in the lives of our future leaders. The Foundation is new, 

but the staff has over 40 years of combined experience working with 

the targeted population of youth. STAND Foundation is a Central 

Texas not-for-profit organization which coordinates community based 

programs to maximize the potential of our youth. Through families 

and communities we help eliminate the mindset of illiteracy & crimi-

nal activity. We offer education, technology and community programs 

to help your child succeed in school, at home and for their future. You 

can contact Sister Mary McGarity for more information on this won-

derful program.   

Youth & Childrenõs Ministries 

Our Childrenõs Ministry consists of children 6 years 

and under. We feel it is important to teach children at a 

young age about the goodness of Jesus. The Word of 

God tells us in Matthew 19:14, “But Jesus said, suffer little 

children, and forbid them not to come unto me: for such is the 

Kingdom of Heaven.”  We organize activities for our chil-

dren as well as Children’s Church and dance teams. For 

more information, please contact Jennifer Johns-

Charles. 

Champions For Christ Youth Ministries consists of 

youth ages 7 to 20. It is important to build up our youth 

to up hold a standard and help them overcome peer 

pressure they come up against. (Continued on Page 5) 

First Lady & Associate Pastor Leticia Johns pictured above 
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Associate Pastor Karen Merriweather 

Encouraging Words From Pastor Karen Merriweather 

“And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that  readeth it. For the vision 

is yet for an appointed time, because it will surely come, it will not tarry.” (Habukkuk 2:2-3) 

Praise God for the vision of our Bishop, Dr. Billy Johns and Associate Pastor & First Lady Leticia Johns coming to pass in “Images of 

Christ”. This year “Images of Christ” not only celebrates their first of many CDs to come, “You Can Make It”, but also their first CD 

Release concert on Saturday, October 24, at 6:00 p.m. at Faith Builders Family Worship Center at 1401 Bouldin Avenue in Austin. 

This is a momentous occasion and all the glory and honor goes to our Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ. It is a tremendous blessing to have 

SIX biological sisters not only in Church, but magnifying the name of the Lord through song under the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 

Plus, the godly musicians God has brought to the group is just another added blessing. 

It is through much work, sweat and sacrifice by our Bishop and Associate Pastor & First Lady that GNL is able to reap the benefits of 

this ministry. It further reminds us that God has a purpose for each of us. It is important for us to move into the place that God has for 

us. We will never be where we need to be spiritually remaining stagnate or regressing backwards. The Lord wants to do wonderful & 

magnificent things in our lives if we will only be a willing vessel fit for his use. It is time to move forward trusting God with every 

iota of our life. He created us for His glory and we will never be satisfied in out spirit until we start walking in the spirit of the Lord. I 

am reminded of the words of our Bishop, “Move it... Move it... Move it!”  

“I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.” (John 9:4) 

Karen Merriweather, Associate Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

October 17th 

 

 

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice 

and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, For in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

Matthew 5:11-12 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=31&search=Matthew%205:11-12


 5 

An Update on the Youth & Childrenõs Ministries continuedé 

We also believe it is important to build up their self esteem by teaching them that they ARE Champions For Christ. Romans 

8:37 says, “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquers through Him that loved us.” The group meets once a month for youth 

night. We also engage in outings and activities for fellowship. For any questions or for more information, please contact Sister 

Jennifer Johns-Charles or Minister Bobby Charles.  

Ordained Praise 

“Ordained Praise” is a children’s praise dance 

group for girls between the ages of 2-6 years old. 

The dance instructors are Mary McGarity and Mi-

chelle Carter. You can contact either instructor for 

details on how to get your child involved. The chil-

dren love to dance for Jesus and the parents are 

very supportive & helpful during practices. It is so 

important to keep our children involved in doing 

something in God’s ministry so they can learn to 

be involved in their church when they grow up.  

The Bible says for us to be like little children. They 

are so full of energy and their energy can be used 

for the building of God’s Kingdom. There are so 

many departments and activities within the church 

where kids can take part, but it takes the parents 

caring and wanting to see their children succeed 

spiritually. Our children love to sing & dance and 

it is best to put their talents to work for God’s 

glory so they can be blessed, rather than using their 

talents for the world which can lead them to de-

struction. Parents, teach your children to put God 

FIRST in EVERYTHING they do so they can re-

ceive all the blessings God has in store for them. 

Angels From Heaven 

“Angels From Heaven” is a praise dance group for girls between the 

ages of 7-12. The dance instructor is Erika Johns-Williams. The 

dancers are very beautiful, talented little girls who love to dance for 

God’s Glory. They also love to sing! God loves to see his children 

praise him, and praise dancing is a way of worshipping God. Children 

are taught the importance of worship at Greater New Life Ministries. 

Children are never too young to praise God. Our children also love 

to dance and sing during worship services all over the church isles. 

They are so excited for God and they have no shame with who is 

watching them. This is why the Bible tells us to be like little children. 

Parents are also encouraged to get involved in the ministry because 

our children look up to their parents. Sometimes we can get so 

caught up in our problems, jobs or whatever takes our attention away 

from God that we forget to put Him first. When we take care of 

God’s house, he will take care or our house. A simple principle that 

has so many rewards.   

Women of  Virtue 

“Who can find a virtuous woman? For her price is far above rubies.”  

(Proverbs 31:10) 

Women of Virtue is a women’s fellowship designed to enable 

women to come together as one to fellowship, study God’s Word, 

pray as well as praise & worship the name of Jesus! Our very own 

Associate Pastor & First Lady Leticia Johns also provides words of 

encouragement to strengthen us on our Christian journey. We en-

courage you to come out and be a part of this dynamic fellowship! 

“And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: 

for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous 

woman.”  (Ruth 3:11) 

Men of  Valor 

Men of Valor is a men’s ministry in GNL. Our goal is 

to be able to emulate David and his relationship with 

God because David was a man after God’s own heart– 

and we want to be men after God’s own heart. Our 

objective is to lead all men, young and old alike, to a 

purpose driven, mighty men of valor lifestyle. We want 

to be able to show our heroism and bravery. We also 

want to be able to make changes and see changes in our 

spiritual walk with the Lord. It is change, and the ability 

to change, that makes us mighty Men of Valor. We are 

men after God’s own heart. “...the LORD hath sought him 

a man after his own heart…” (1 Samuel 13:14) 

God has given us all talents to use for his glory and will. 

Donõt just let your blessings lie dormant. Use what God 

has given you! Get involved!!! 
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Christian Education - Sundays @ 10:00am 

 

Our Christian Education teachings apply the Word of God to everyday situations.  We don’t refer to it as “Sunday School” because we are arm-
ing ourselves with the word of God and together building stronger spiritual bonds with our Lord Jesus Christ. We offer Christian Education 
classes for adults, youth and children.  No one is too old or too young to enrich their lives with the words and commandments of the Lord. 

Worship Service - Sundays @ 11:15am 

 

Our Worship Services teach us to stand firm in Christ Jesus in times of  temptation and things that are not of the goodness of God.  Our shepherd, 
Bishop, Dr. Billy Johns guides us through the Bible so that we may learn how to draw a closer relationship with our Redeemer and share the good 
news of his mercy and forgiveness to all who accept him as their Savior. We not only learn the to live a life of a true Christian, we also  have won-
derful praise and worship time to help usher in the Holy Spirit. This is a time to express love, thankfulness and admiration for all that God has 
done for us and you! God loves all of his people and no one is too dirty, too good or too busy to come be a part of this dynamic service for the 
Lord. Jesus IS returning and don’t be left behind. We look forward to seeing you there. Oh, and don’t forget to bring a friend! 

Christian Education - Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 

 

Come and hear the word of God and refuel your spirit for the rest of the work week. We all need a kind word and enlightenment to get us through 
until Sunday, back to the house of the Lord. We give testimonies, praise reports and just reflect on all the good things the Lord has done for us. So 
please come out and give God his praise. We look forward to having you. 

Here are just a few businesses owned and operated by GNL members: 

Lighthouse Auto Repair, owned and operated by Brother Jae Watson. Call him to schedule an ap-

pointment at (512) 677-0956. Or email lythouz@gmail.com 

Family Hair World, owned and operated by Mary Dominguez. Call to schedule an appointment at 

(512)365-5140. 

Erica Smith Hair Inc., owned and operated by Sister Erica Smith. Call to schedule and appointment at 

(512) 485-1003 or visit her website at www.EricaSmithHair.com 

Remember those on our Prayer List: 

Bishop, Dr. Billy Johns and First Lady Leticia Johns, Greater New Life as a whole, Auxiliaries of Greater 

New Life, Images of Christ, Pastors Robert & Esther Charles, Heavenly Gates Worship Center, Apostle 

Rebecca Berry-Washington and Bishop Eldoris Bonner, Evangelist Gino Landin, True Light Christian 

Fellowship, Min. Dennis Johns & Dorothy Vaughn, Rosalie smith-Keyes & Family, Janet Johns, Andrea & 

Lucy Medina, Marvin Merriweather & Tasha Austin, Joyce Buffin & Rachel Hill, Enrique Medina, Sole-

dad Medina, Carolyn Jones, Anna Gamez, Glenda King, Kathy Veal, Oshay Keyes & Burnerdine White, 

Shelly Maddox, Tammy Wells, Jimmy Dominguez, David Saverse, Aurora & Josie Lopez, Judy & Cole 

Maki, Tom, Michelle and Josie Pool, and Mariela Juarez and Vanessa Palmer.  

 

1 Corinthians 12:28 

And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, 

also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in 

different kinds of tongues.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+12:28&version=NIV
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Remember that October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Show your Pastors that you love and 

appreciate them. Do something thoughtful for them this month. Give them a call, bake them a 

homemade cake, wash their cars, make them dinner and just let them know they are loved. 

God has given you many talents so put them to use and DO something for the shepherds that 

watch out for you! 

GNL Mission Statement 

Greater New Life Ministries is a complete and comprehensive ministry. 

We come to share the Good news of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Greater New Life Ministries is instructed by the Lord to lead his people. 

It is a place for the gathering of the Saints, a place for love, praise and 

spiritual growth. With the problems facing our society today, Greater 

New Life Ministries is a haven for God’s people. The scripture says, 

“Come unto me all ye that are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (St. Mat-

thew 11:28) Saints of God, we want you to know that there is a war go-

ing on in the battlefields of our minds. The scripture says, “ Incline you 

ear, and come unto me: Hear, and your soul shall live.”  (Isaiah 55:3). 

Come and be a part of this dynamic ministry. Bishop, Dr. Billy Johns 

and First Lady & Associate Pastor Leticia Johns welcome YOU! 

 Psalm 1 from the New Living Translation: 

1 Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or stand around with sinners, or 
join in with mockers. 2 But they delight in the law of the LORD, meditating on it day and night. 3 

They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit each season. Their leaves never 
wither, and they prosper in all they do.4 But not the wicked! They are like worthless chaff, scat-
tered by the wind. 5 They will be condemned at the time of judgment. Sinners will have no place 
among the godly. 6 For the LORD watches over the path of the godly, but the path of the wicked 
leads to destruction 
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Check out what is coming up at Greater New Life Church and make 

sure to mark your calendars. 

Images of Christ will be performing at Heavenly Gates Family Worship Centerõs Pastor and Wife 

Appreciation Service on Saturday, October 10, at 7 p.m.  

Images of Christ CD Release Party will be held on October 24th at Faith Builders Worship Center at 

6 P.M.  Please invite all of your friends and family to this free event. 

Please remember to bring a canned good weekly for the GNL food pantry.  

Greater New Life hosts a Garage Sale the first Saturday of every month. 

Champions for Christ is hosting the Happy Hallelujah  Celebration at the Church  October 31 at  

6p.m. 

Bishop and First Lady celebrated their 33rd marriage anniversary on October 1st! 

MINISTERIAL STAFFMINISTERIAL STAFFMINISTERIAL STAFF   

PASTOR ~ BISHOP, DR. BILLY JOHNSPASTOR ~ BISHOP, DR. BILLY JOHNSPASTOR ~ BISHOP, DR. BILLY JOHNS   

ASSOCIATE PASTOR ~ FASSOCIATE PASTOR ~ FASSOCIATE PASTOR ~ FIRST LADY LETICIA JOHNSIRST LADY LETICIA JOHNSIRST LADY LETICIA JOHNS   

ASSOCIATE PASTOR ~ KASSOCIATE PASTOR ~ KASSOCIATE PASTOR ~ KAREN MERRIWEATHERAREN MERRIWEATHERAREN MERRIWEATHER   

EVANGELIST ~ DELORES TOWNSENDEVANGELIST ~ DELORES TOWNSENDEVANGELIST ~ DELORES TOWNSEND   

YOUTH MINISTER & MINYOUTH MINISTER & MINYOUTH MINISTER & MINISTER OF MUSIC ~ BOBBY CHARLESISTER OF MUSIC ~ BOBBY CHARLESISTER OF MUSIC ~ BOBBY CHARLES   

YOUTH MINISTER ~ JENYOUTH MINISTER ~ JENYOUTH MINISTER ~ JENNIFER JOHNSNIFER JOHNSNIFER JOHNS---CHARLESCHARLESCHARLES   

YOUNG ADULT MINISTER ~ JODIE MCGARITYYOUNG ADULT MINISTER ~ JODIE MCGARITYYOUNG ADULT MINISTER ~ JODIE MCGARITY   

YOUNG ADULT MINISTER & SECRETARTY ASST.~ MARY MCGARITYYOUNG ADULT MINISTER & SECRETARTY ASST.~ MARY MCGARITYYOUNG ADULT MINISTER & SECRETARTY ASST.~ MARY MCGARITY   

   

ALL OF THE MEMBERS OALL OF THE MEMBERS OALL OF THE MEMBERS OF GREATER NEW LIFE ARE THANKFUL FOR F GREATER NEW LIFE ARE THANKFUL FOR F GREATER NEW LIFE ARE THANKFUL FOR 

ALL OF THE HARD WORKALL OF THE HARD WORKALL OF THE HARD WORK   THAT YOU DO TO KEEP THE CHURCH THAT YOU DO TO KEEP THE CHURCH THAT YOU DO TO KEEP THE CHURCH 

ALIVE. GOD WILL REWARD YOU WITH CROWNS IN HEAVEN FOR ALIVE. GOD WILL REWARD YOU WITH CROWNS IN HEAVEN FOR ALIVE. GOD WILL REWARD YOU WITH CROWNS IN HEAVEN FOR 

BEING OBEDIENT AND BEING SUCH FAITHFUL STEWARDS.BEING OBEDIENT AND BEING SUCH FAITHFUL STEWARDS.BEING OBEDIENT AND BEING SUCH FAITHFUL STEWARDS.   

WE LOVE YOU! WE LOVE YOU! WE LOVE YOU!    

THE GNL FAMILY THE GNL FAMILY THE GNL FAMILY    


